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EALs are lubricants that are “biodegradable” and 
“minimally-toxic,” and are “not bioaccumulative” 
as defined in Appendix A of the 2013 VGP. 
Products meeting the permit’s definitions of 
an EAL include those labeled by the following 
voluntary labeling programs:

• Blue Angel,
• European Ecolabel,
• Nordic Swan,
• Swedish Standards SS 155434 and 155470,
• Convention for the Protection of the Marine 

Environment of the North-East Atlantic 
(OSPAR) requirements, and

• EPA’s Design for the Environment (DfE)

EPA does not specifically require that a 
lubricant have received a label from one of the 
programs listed. However, EPA believes that 
the labeling programs mentioned in the permit 
identify existing EALs that generally meet the 
VGP requirements.

EPA’s Design for the Environment Program (DfE) 
is in the process of launching a new initiative 
to label environmentally friendly lubricants 
to assist vessel operators in selecting more 
environmentally friendly products. 

EPA’s DfE program is a voluntary labeling 
program that works in partnership with 
industry, environmental groups, and academia 
to reduce risk to people and the environment 
by finding ways to reduce or prevent pollution. 
More information on the DfE program may be 
found at https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice.

In addition, some vendors have either internal 
self-certification or are seeking other third party 
certifications. Products that are not included in 
one of these labeling programs but have been 
tested to sufficiently demonstrate compliance 
with the EAL definition in the 2013 VGP may 
also be used to meet permit requirements.

LanoPro offers a wide range of EAL products.

What is an “EAL” and where can I find EAL products?


